
                                                 
Email: 

€50 €100 €250*

Cheque/Postal Order (made payable to Society of St Vincent de Paul)

Credit Card: Visa Mastercard

Card No:

Expiry:

Signature: 

I prefer    € 

Date:

Payment Method:

National Fund

North West (Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo)

Mid West (Clare, Limerick, Offaly, Tipperary)

South West (Cork, Kerry)

North East (Cavan, Longford, Louth, Meath, 
Monaghan, Westmeath)

East (Dublin, Kildare, Wicklow)

South East (Carlow, Kilkenny, Laois, Waterford, 
Wexford)

North (Antrim, Armagh, Derry, Down, Fermanagh, 
Tyrone)

West (Galway, Mayo, Roscommon)

I want my donation to go towards the work of SVP 
in my local area:

Phone:

Security Code:

*PAYE and self-assessed taxpayers: when you give €250 or more in any given year we 
can claim tax back from Revenue of up to 45% and do so much more at no extra cost to 
you. A donation of €250 will actually be worth €362 to the people you help.

www.svp.ie │ Charity No. CHY 6892

To make a donation by phone call us on 01 884 8200

My special Christmas gift for local families in need...
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Donor Name
Donor Code
Donor Address

I want to make a special Christmas donation to help families who may be
struggling with basics like food, fuel and education costs. I enclose:



I want to make a special Christmas donation to help families who may be
struggling with basics like food, fuel and education costs. I enclose:

                                                 
Your Address:

€10 monthly €21* monthly €50 monthly

I want to become a monthly subscriber and support the work of SVP all year 
long. I pledge my monthly donation, debited on the (please tick one)
      2nd or the         16th of every month, of:

Your Name:

City/Postcode:

Phone:

Donate to Region:

Your IBAN:*

Type of Payment: 

Date of Signing: Signature(s):

Recurrent Payment  or          One-off Payment

Email:

Your BIC:*

*All Direct Debit mandates now require your 8 digit BIC number and 22 digit IBAN number. These numbers can be 
found on any recent bank statement. 

*If you can donate at least €250 in any given year, just €21 monthly, we can reclaim the tax paid on your donation 
from Revenue and help more people in need at no extra cost to you. 

My monthly pledge for local families in need...

SEPA Direct Debit Mandate
By signing this mandate form you authorise (A) The Society of St. Vincent de Paul to send instructions to your 
bank to debit your account and (B) your bank to debit your account in accordance with the instructions from 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. As part of your right, you are entitled to a refund from your bank under the 
terms and conditions of your agreement with your bank. A refund must be claimed within 8 weeks starting from 
the date on which your account was debited. Your rights are explained in a statement that you can obtain from 
your bank. Thank you. 

(Please see options on other side)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Unique Mandate Reference: 

SEPA Direct Debit Mandate

Creditors Name: Society of St Vincent de Paul

Creditors Address: SVP House, 91-92 Séan MacDermott Street, Dublin 1

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

I prefer   €               monthly

www.svp.ie │ Charity No. CHY 6892



The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a registered charity: CHY 6892

No stamp
needed but
using one
will save 

us money.
Thank you.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
National Office
SVP House
91-92 Sean MacDermott Street
FREEPOST FDN5235
Dublin 1



Society of St. Vincent de Paul

National Office 
SVP House

91-92 Sean MacDermott Street
Dublin 1

Phone: 01 884 8200
Email: fundraising@svp.ie

www.svp.ie
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Your Generosity Glows from the 
Embers of a Fire

Dear <short salutation>,

As we make our way home this Christmas Eve, to smiling faces and 
twinkling lights. To warm fires and the smell of cooking food. I will 
spare a thought for those less fortunate. 

Because Christmas is not the same for everyone.

At this time of year I never forget it is only by the grace of your gifts 
that a worried parent can receive the help they need. 

It’s because of you that the table will be set for Christmas dinner. 
Your kindness shines from the orange embers of a winter fire. The 
gifts you provide light up a child’s face on a Christmas morning. 

Donors like you are the real heroes in our story.



Without you, without what you do, the sacrifices you make to 
donate and to support us, there would be no Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul. There would be no help at Christmas for less fortunate 
families. 

No true Christmas spirit.

Every time you give you’re part of a great tradition of duty and 
love and small kindnesses. This Society has existed for more than 
150 Christmases, only because of people like you.

It is my privilege to thank you, on my first Christmas as 
National President, for your generosity this year, and every year. 
And from all of ours to all of yours, please accept our blessings for 
a very joyful and happy Christmas.

Kieran Stafford,
National President

and Volunteer
in Clonmel
Conference   

Kieran Stafford is a father of two and runs a small business 

in Clonmel. He has volunteered with SVP for 17 years and 

this year took over as the elected National President.



Your Kindness Found a
Bear Named Vincent

We met her on Christmas week in a local women’s shelter, terribly 
upset and feeling all alone in the world. Just a young girl, studying for 
her Leaving Cert. 

What Grace had been through is so sad I don’t even like to repeat 
it, but the tears came as she told us. She had no family, no one left 
to turn to at Christmas. She was so sad, so lonely; I felt I had to do 
something special for her. “When I go out of here,” I said, “I’m going 
to get the biggest Christmas hamper I can find to put a smile on her 
face.” 

Well, there were soaps in that hamper and Christmas chocolates. 
And in the corner there was a little teddy bear. To see Grace’s smile 
come back as she hugged that teddy bear tight. It was magic.

At the time Grace felt she had nothing and nobody. But what she 
did have was extraordinary determination. She wanted to study and 
learn and fulfil her dreams no matter what. And the donations given 
by good people like you were there to help.

I mentioned she was studying for the leaving cert? Well she’s
a young woman now. She just qualified as a teacher.
Imagine that. 

I’ll never forget it, “Will you come to my
graduation?” she said. “And then I’ll be able to
let them all see that I have a family too.”  



We were all so proud.

There’s something else I’ll never forget. When Grace said to me,

“Marie, I still have that teddy bear. I called him Vincent and 
I take him to bed with me every night to remind me that people 
still care.”

As a donor you might wonder how your money is used. Well 
your kindness found a bear named Vincent. It reminds Grace 
she’s not alone. And I like to think you were there in spirit, part 
of Grace’s extended SVP family, on her graduation day. As you 
will be there every time Teacher Grace helps others through all 
the years to come. 

Thank you from all of us here and a very happy Christmas to 
you and all you hold dear. 

Marie, Volunteer in North Dublin City Conference

Marie and Sinead volunteer at opposite ends of the country, but they are bound by their friendship and compassion. Through your kind support, you too are a part of this SVP family. 



Your Generous Heart Helped her 
Feel like a Star

We have a grandmother in our area, who we’ve worked with 
down through the years. She came to us for help earlier this 
year. With two communions and two confirmations coming up, 
and living in private rented accommodation, she didn’t have 
a penny to spare. When we visited her, we realised at 65 years 
of age, this woman had never owned a new set of clothes! She 
could never spare enough in her whole life.

We needed to do something, just for her. Another volunteer 
and I took her into town for the day. She was so used to buying 
older second hand clothes, always darker colours, she never 
wore anything bright. We took her out and bought a bright 
summer dress. 

Well, she felt like a film star. 

She looked brilliant and was so happy with herself. It felt so 
good to be there, and I just want to share that feeling with you 
this Christmas. 

Thank you for giving volunteers like me this opportunity. To 
be there when people need it, and bring some brightness into 
their lives. 

Sinead, Volunteer in Cork City Conference



Your Gifts Make the Work of the 
Society Possible 

All stories based on real families helped by SVP. Images, names and some details have 
been changed for confidentiality. Thank you again for all the relief you bring and a 
very happy Christmas from all at SVP. 
 

Thank You

<Short Salutation>

and Happy Christmas

from all at SVP



N A T I O N A L  O F F I C E  

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
National Office, SVP House, 91-92, Sean MacDermott Street, Dublin 1, D01 WV38

Tel: 01-8848200  Fax: 01-8387355  E-mail:  info@svp.ie  Web: www.svp.ie

Working with those in need

Charity Reg. No. CHY 6892
CRA No. 20013806

Assistance to Families
Home Visitation
Community Development Projects
Resource Centres
Housing the Homeless
Hostels
Social Housing Projects
Social Policy/Justice

Help for Children
Youth Clubs
Education Bursary
Teen Holiday Programmes
Special Visiting
Hospital Visitation
Prison Visitation

Special Services
Holidays for the Elderly
Family Holidays
Job Creation Projects
VINCENT’S Shops
Seafarers’ Clubs
Prison Visitation Centres
Day Care Centres
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Marie has seen so much over decades as a volunteer with SVP. This is her story of a child 

called Grace.

Grace wasn’t much older than my own daughters when Marie met her in a women’s 
shelter on Christmas week. She was preparing for her Leaving Cert but she had no family to 
support her. I couldn’t bear to imagine my girls feeling as alone as Grace was that day. 

I know Marie doesn’t like to talk about what Grace had been through. But, she had no 
family dinner to look forward to, no presents waiting for her under a Christmas tree. She 
thought she had no one. Nothing.

“I just wanted to defend Grace against the world that night. But I also saw something 
extraordinary in her too. She had a determination to help others and to make something of 
herself,” Marie said to me.

The kindnesses you make possible start in situations just like these. For Grace, it began 
with a small hamper from a local shop. Soaps, chocolate and a little teddy bear which 
brought a smile to brighten a sad child’s face.

I wish no one had to spend Christmas feeling that alone. But right now, someone else 
out there feels the season holds nothing for them but emptiness. 

We can only reach them because of help such as yours.

That’s why I ask, will you support our Annual Appeal and make a special Christmas 
gift to SVP today? With your help, we can show people going through their toughest 
times that someone still cares. 

Every winter, too many still turn to us. From girls like Grace, lost and alone to mothers 
and fathers, struggling to give their children a Christmas.

Address Salutation
Company Name
Address 1
Address 2
Address 3
City/Town
County
Postcode

Dear Short Salutation,
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For them, your support at this, the hardest time of year, means more than you can know. 
It’s food in the cupboard. Fuel in the fire, a present under a tree. It’s the relief on a mother’s 
face. It’s the hand of friendship for a lonely girl like Grace. 

The comfort and support that volunteers like Marie can offer, is by the grace of your 
generosity. The hand of friendship we can extend, it’s yours. 

I’m delighted to say, because of generous gifts like yours, we could also help Grace 
with her education. 

She’s a young woman now, and she has just qualified to become a teacher. I will never 
forget what she recently told Marie…

“I still have that teddy bear. I called him Vincent and I take him to bed with me every 
night to remind me that people still care.” 

The enclosed Vincent Bear ornament and card are symbols of what you make possible – 
and of our gratitude to you. Please put them up on your own tree this Christmas and think 
of the good you make happen. 

If you can, please send the second ornament, along with your Christmas gift and a short 
message. We will hang it on the Christmas Tree in SVP House to show someone like Grace 
that you’re there. 

Thank you again for the hope you bring, and Happy Christmas to you and yours.   

Kieran Stafford 
National President,
The Society of St Vincent de Paul 

P.S. When she hugs her little bear, Grace knows she’s not alone. If you can, please send 
your Christmas gift and message in the envelope enclosed. You can also make a gift online 
at www.svp.ie or by calling 01 884 8200. If you would prefer not to be contacted by post, 
please let Daniel know on 01 884 8227 or daniel.alvey@svp.ie. 

Right now, someone like Grace feels the world holds nothing for them this Christmas. But 
your generosity and message will show them that people still care…



Press along edges to 
remove your Vincent 
Bear and hang on 
your Christmas
tree with a piece
of string.



A symbol of our 
gratitude to you. 
Hang him up this 
Christmas and 
remember the good 
you do.

Send a Vincent bear 
so they know you’re 
there. Show them that 
people like you still 
care. 

Write a message 
to share with SVP

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Christmas 2017

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Christmas 2017

Thank you and Happy 
Christmas from the 

volunteers, staff and 
all those we help at the 

Society of
St. Vincent de Paul.



Please check this proof carefully before approving. The provision of goods and services is strictly governed by our standard terms and conditions of service, a copy of which can be requested. By agreeing to this proof, you also agree to be bound by 
those Conditions. We will take your approval as your full authority to manufacture and/or print envelopes. We recommend that customers liaise with their account manager at Royal Mail to ensure that any design, artwork or finished envelope 
conforms to the necessary Royal Mail specifications. We accept no responsibility for any artwork approved which is subsequently deemed unacceptable by the Royal Mail or any other mail carrier.

Window:
Yes
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Print Colour:
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Envelope Size: 162x229
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul

National Office 
SVP House

91-92 Sean MacDermott Street
Dublin 1

Donor Name
Address
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