
Date:  September 2017

From: Abdi Tari Ali, Somalia Programme Manager

Subject: A personal message to Trócaire supporters in Ireland 

about the double crisis of hunger and cholera affecting 

people in Eastern Africa.

Dear friend,

The people here in Somalia call Trócaire: “Mother.”

That’s how much we are trusted in this volatile country. But 

right now we are completely overstretched.

Children are the first victims of hunger. You see straight away 

from their puffy faces, thin hair and swollen bellies that they 

are malnourished. If you press down on the skin, you leave a dent.

There is no elasticity left.

However, hunger is not our only fear: cholera outbreaks 

have been reported across Somalia and Ethiopia, and is now at 

catastrophic levels.

Cholera kills quickly. One case can quickly infect a whole town 

or village. If the patient doesn’t get assistance in six hours, 

you lose them - 100 percent.

Children die even quicker.

I have treated cholera before, but I have never seen anything 

like this in terms of volume of sick people and lack of 

facilities. 

Yet cholera is easy to treat. If people get help fast. People 

are brought to treatment centres from all over. In Somalia they 

can be carried 20kms on stretchers or camels. We don’t know how 

many have died on the way. We have some ambulances that can bring 

people in, but we urgently need more. 

In Ethiopia treatment centres are being set up to try and 

isolate and treat cases – but they are not enough beds for the 

Trócaire Somalia Country Office,
Dolow Cholera Treatment Centre,
Gedo Province, Jubaland,
Somalia



Please send an urgent gift to help 

Trócaire workers like Abdi save children

deluge of cases now flowing in at an alarming rate in the areas 
that have been affected.

Medicine is used as soon as it arrives, with none to spare. 
The lucky ones have a bed, but many more are treated on the floor 
or outside in the open.

We have treated tens of thousands of sick and malnourished 
children in hospitals and health centres. Children with cholera, 
diarrhoea, and respiratory problems.

The long rains failed again this year, so we are now facing 
a catastrophe. Drought is turning into famine. And as people 
starve there is also an urgent need to get the spread of cholera 
under control.

I don’t know what will happen next - the famine of 2011 left 
over a quarter of a million people dead, but this situation is 
far more severe.

Millions are now on the brink of disaster from starvation and 
cholera.

Please do everything you can to help us.

God bless you,

Abdi Tari Ali
Somalia Programme Manager

Abdi Tari Ali


